[E] 


[F] 


he said before him, ‘Lord of the ages! Is it not so that you judge a 
person only if he should say before you, ‘I have not sinned’? 


“Behold I will bring you to judgment for saying, ‘I have not 
sinned’” (Jer. 2:35). 


“And they [i.e., Israel, at least] admit to you, “We have sinned.’” 


2:8 


[A] For the fifth he says, “He who answered Elijah at Mount Carmel will 
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[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


answer you and hear the sound of your cry this day. Blessed are 
you, O Lord, who hears prayer.” 


It is written, “And at the time of the offering of the oblation [at 
evening], Elijah the prophet came near and said, ‘O Lord, God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known [this day that thou art God 
in Israel]’” (1 Kings 18:36). 


And did Elijah make an offering at the time at which the high places 
were forbidden [for that purpose]? 


Said R. Simlai, “It was the word [of God] that told him to doi ‘And 
that I have done all these things at thy word’” (I Kings 18:36). 


“Answer me, O Lord, answer me” (1 Kings 18:37): “Answer me” on 
account of my merit.” Answer me” on account of the merit of my 
disciples. 


2:9 


[A] For the sixth he says, “He who answered Jonah in the belly of the fish 


will answer you and hear the sound of your cry this day. Blessed 
are you, O Lord, who answers prayer in a time of trouble.” 


[B] For the seventh he says, “He who answered David and Solomon, his 


[1:1 A] 


[1:2 A] 


[B] 


[1:3 A] 


son, in Jerusalem, will answer you and hear the sound of your cry 
this day. Blessed are you, O Lord, who has mercy on the land.” 


It is written, “I called to the Lord, out of my distress, and he answered 
me” (Jonah 2:2). 


Was it not appropriate to list David and Solomon, and only afterward, 
Elijah and Jonah [who came after their time]? 


It was to conclude the entire prayer with, “... who has mercy on the 
land.” 


For the seventh — 


